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Texas Architect's cover this month 
shows the delicate grace of the Hol- 
land Mortgage Company Building, 
one of four Texas Architecture 1961 
award winning designs of Neuhaus & 
Taylor. Cover photograph by F. 
Wilbur Seiders. 


AUGUST, 1962 


August, 1962 


The President's Letter 


ти 

* 
i 

ri 


HAROLD CALHOUN, FAIA 


President 
Texas Society of Architects 


Our president Harold Calhoun has asked that I pen а few lines re- 
garding the progress of our TSA Convention. Your Convention рго- 
gram for this year will be entitled "Arts And The Man". It is de- 
signed to present a full exposition of the performing arts and to give 
us an opportunity to expose our sensory capacity to vibrant stimu- 
lation. Just as the very fine professional seminars of previous years 
hove served to further Architectural competence this program is 
designed to inspire deepened cultural awareness and thereby help 
develop the "whole architect." 


We are very fortunate to have one of the outstanding men of stage 
and screen to serve as our Convention narrator, Basil Rathbone. 
He will make a presentation on the interrelationship of Architects 
and Architecture with the performing arts. He will also aive a sole 
performance of selections from great moments in theatre from 
Shakespeare to the contemporary era. 


Sir John Barbarolli will conduct Ше Houston Symphony in a 
specially selected program Юг Architects. This is the first time that 
the Houston Symphony has ever performed (ог a private audience. 
The concluding performance о the lively Arts will be by o carefully 
selected representative of the modern dance. The formal Convention 
program will end with a professional seminar of highest quality on 
Expanded practice of the Architect, a theme which has been о} 
paramount importance to the АЛА. in this period of burgeoning 
development. А panel of nationally known Architects selected Бу 
ће АЛА. will develop this significant theme. 


There are many other interesting surprises in store, such as the 
Carnivol of Educational exhibits, Architectural tours of growing 
Houston, Rice Texas football game and for those who wish to see 
a professional football game, the Houston Oilers will play the 
Dallas Texans on Sunday aíternoon. 


This program is dynamic, imaginative, and challenging. The 
Houston chapter is sparing no effort to make this convention one 
of the most rewarding in TSA Convention history. 


Gunter Koetter 
Chairman 
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Architecture is your business. 

If this sounds presumptuous, consider this: You 
are born in architecture and you die in it. You live and 
work, play and worship in it throughout your life; there 
are few times in your life when you neither see it nor 
feel it. It affects your movements, your senses, your 
comfort, and your pocketbook. 

You should know more about it 


Historians have said that architecture reveals the 
true nature of the people of any age. But it does more 
than reflect the nature of a civilization. We know today 
that it plays а part in determining the nature of civiliza- 
tion. 

A well-designed, efficient, and beautiful home pro- 
vides a better life for the people who live in it. An 
intelligently-planned commercial building improves the 
business conducted in it. А well-designed church en- 
hances worship. The planning of schools, banks, hospi- 
tals, factories, airports, and supermarkets can help or 
hinder the activities for which they are intended. But 
architecture in mid-twentieth century America is more 
than any single building. Today, it embraces the plan- 
ning and redevelopment of whole communities through- 
out our nation. 

Within the next 10 years, conservative economists 
say, we will spend the staggering total of 600 billion 
dollars on construction; a figure which exceeds the total 
value of all buildings in the United States today. By the 
year 2,000, which is only a forty-year mortgage away, 
we must, to meet population needs, double all present 
facilities. That is, we must build a second United States. 

Public and private building on this scale has never 
before taken place in any civilization. In a democracy 
such as ours, this will place an unprecedented burden 
of action and decision upon the average citizen. Thus, 
as a homeowner, a parent interested in schools, a poten- 
tial investor in both stocks, bonds, and real estate, a 
taxpayer and a voter, you will be affected by what and 
how we build even more directly than you are today. 

It is, then, very much your business. 

One good starting point for a better understanding 
of architecture is to consider it as the design of space, 
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inner space as well as outer space—the non-orbital kind. 
For example, the arrangement of spaces inside a well- 
designed house keeps children from running across the 
feet of adults. Noisy living spaces are separated from 
sleeping spaces which require quiet. 

In a school, well-related spaces provide the best 
education for the public tax dollar. The spaces inside a 
good business building aid production efficiency by 
keeping the product or key document moving in a 
straight work-flow line. In a store or airport, interior 
space relationships can either keep traffic moving or 
hopelessly snarl it. 

The design of exterior spaces is equally important; 
the way a house is situated on a lot, for example, to let 
in light without unwanted heat and glare, and provide 
privacy from neighbors. It also involves the way lot 
spaces are related to cach other to form a neighbor- 


TEXAS ARCHITECT 


hood, and Ше way neighborhoods аге related to form 
а community. 

А good deal also depends upon the space between 
spaces. Good planning enhances property values by 
providing an easy link between the house and retail 
store without jamming them together to the detriment 
of both. Pulling them 100 far apart, of course, is just 
as bad, as many American communities are beginning 
to find out. 

The planning of spaces and their relationships to 
each other is the real meaning of function in architec- 
ture. It is one of the three classic requirements of archi- 
tecture. The way these spaces are arranged and the 
form which envelops them can produce beauty, another 
requirement. The third is engineering, the way the en- 
closure is supported. 

These principles of architecture have remained un- 
changed since antiquity. They were first enunciated by 
a first-century Roman named Vitruvius. His definition, 
as paraphrased by Sir Henry Wotton in about 1600, is 
still widely-quoted by architects. It is: "Well-building 
hath three conditions; commodity, firmness, and de- 
light.” The word substitutions are obvious—function 
(commodity), engineering (firmness), and beauty (de- 
light). 

Function, the arrangement of space, is really the 
social purpose of a building. In order to determine it, 
the architect must ask: What is to happen in your build- 
ing? How many people will do it and in what manner? 
What equipment will be needed to help them? What is 
the hoped-for result? These are some of the key ques- 
tions to which answers are needed before any building 
can be designed intelligently. 

The ancient Roman's “firmness” involves engineer- 
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ing, the building system of any age. Four thousand 
years ago, the people of western Asia used the post to 
support the beam. The same system was used by the 
Egyptians and refined by the Greeks. The Romans 
borrowed it, invented concrete, and improved upon the 
vault and dome construction of ancient Mesopotamia. 
This form of building was brought to its highest skill in 
western Europe in the thirteenth century in Gothic ar- 
chitecture. After that came Renaissance architecture 
and the Baroque, Gregorian, and Colonial forms which, 
however interesting, held nothing new in structural de- 
velopment. 


The nineteenth century was unique in architectural 
history. It was а period of virtually unbroken imitation 
of the past, both in building systems and the appearance 
of bygone eras. А great deal of this architecture of 
imitation is still with us today. 
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Å new method of building, however, was developed 
at the beginning of the twentieth century. Modern steel 
made possible the structural frame on which walls could 
hang like curtains without supporting the weight of the 
structure. This new engineering made the skyscraper 
possible and changed the form of the building. It also 
freed the designer from dependence upon any given 
material for building. Today, his palette in "curtain- 
wall” materials include brick, tile, stone, glass, wood, 
steel, concrete, aluminum, and plastics, to name some 
of our modern walling materials. The architect's search 
for new forms has led to complex curved surfaces with 
thin concrete shells (try sometime to break an egg by 
squeezing it length-wise in your hand), geodesic domes, 
and other methods of getting the most out of the ten- 
sional and compressive properties of shapes and ma- 
terials. 


This does not mean that we search for new forms 
simply to be different. It is worth nothing that all of the 
building systems mentioned here are still in use, though 
in modern form. The importance of new forms lies in 
the freedom they give to the architect to satisfy human 
needs with as few compromises as possible. 


The third requirement of architecture, beauty, is a 
timeless quality. Although an abstract word usually 
associated with art, beauty is a perpetual need of man. 
Man has sought beauty since he first crawled into a 
cave. On the walls, he traced primitive paintings. He 
scratched decorations on the head of his stone axe. 

Architecture is an art form, as are music, painting, 
and sculpture. Like the latter two, it is a visual art, but 
unlike all three, it shelters people and is a primary aid 
to living. Architectural beauty exists for itself alone, as 
does the art of any age. It enriches human life. It also 
has many specific purposes in contemporary life. 


It sells goods by drawing people into a store. It rents 
space in an office building, makes a factory fit comfort- 
ably into its community, and enhances the spirit of 
worship in the church and synagogue. In the school, it 
encourages the educational process rather than hinder- 
ing it, as did many of the grim prison-like buildings of 
the past. In the home, beauty creates enjoyment and 
gives life a deeper meaning. 


This expression of beauty through structure differs 
through the ages. The best architecture of any age is 
that which best typifies the lives of its people. In its 
day, for example, Gothic was modern. It should be 
noted that many people at that time considered it offen- 
sive; it wasn’t “traditional” enough to satisfy people 
accustomed to older styles. 


Today, architectural beauty seeks to express today's 
life, growing out of the forms and spaces which modern 
living needs and habits require. This is the rea! meaning 
of modern architecture; it is simply the freedom to solve 
a problem of design without forcing the building—and 
the people inside it—into a certain "look" or style. 
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HOLLAND 


MORTGAGE AND 
INVESTMENT COMPANY 
OFFICE BUILDING 


HOUSTON 


ARCHITECT 
NEUHAUS AND TAYLOR 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
VOGT AND CLOUSE 


MECHANICAL ENGINEER 
JAMES ©. BROWN 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 
FRED BUXTON 
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honored for distinguished design 


The level site, on а major sub- 
urban street, is adjacent to а fine res- 
dential area. The two story square 
building is sited near the street; a 
horseshoe drive, with customer park- 
ing, provides access for visitors. Em- 
ployee parking is in the rear. 


The problem presented to the ar- 
chitects was the design of space 10 
accommodate the operation of a 
mortgage and insurance company in 
а manner which would transmit а 
sense of stability and dignity. 


BER 2 


— 1 пт 
те | Е m A | 


оп. N 
16 к 12 


The square plan, in itself а static 
symbol, is accentuated with а wide 
covered walk around the perimeter. 
At its edge is а decorative arcade of 
graceful steel columns, which per- 
haps recall Classic Mediterranean ar- 
chitecture, and serves to shield the 
building walls from the sun. 
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Photographs: Е. Wilbur Seiders 
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Entry, then, is made first by pass- 
ing under the tall semi-enclosed ar- 
cade, into а landscaped courtyard 
and then into the reception foyer, 
itself a two-story, vertical space dup- 
licating the proportions of the arcade 
and court. 


Page 9 


Роде 10 


UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 


CITY 


PLANNING 


The University of Texas offers 
an interdepartmental graduate pro- 
gram in community and regional 
planning. The two-year program, 
which includes an internship in an 
approved Texas city or regional plan- 
ning agency, leads to a Master of 
Science in Community and Regional 
Planning degree. 


There are more than 30 University 
graduates now engaged in successful 
planning and related practice, and the 
University's efforts have served plan- 
ning needs of both large and small 
Texas cities. 

Among University-bom planning 
projects have been the design of а 
pilot model (of Burnet, Texas) for 
the American Legion’s national рго- 
ject in urban redevelopment for small 
cities, development of a long-range 
plan for the “Golden Triangle” of the 
Texas Gulf Coast, design of recrea- 
tion areas for the Monahans Sandhills 
State park, and production of a guide 
for future land uses in the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley. 


Recently University student plan- 
ners have offered potential solutions 
for long-range area development of 
Austin’s new Town Lake and have 
designed models for the proposed 
multi-acre community arts and sci- 
ences center along Corpus Christi’s 
shoreline. 


Heading the list of current research 
projects of the University planning 
program is a proposal to develop the 
350-mile Trinity River watershed 
area between Dallas-Fort Worth and 
Houston. A study by the University 
Bureau of Business Research for the 
О. S. Bureau of Reclamation report- 
ed that the area had employment po- 
tential for a population of 16,000,- 
000. The region is rich in the raw 
materials of iron ore, lignite and tim- 


ber, and the Trinity River Authority 
has proposed creation of a 20-lock 
intercoastal waterway—something like 
a Texas version of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway. 


Prof. Hugo Leipziger points out 
that the University’s participation in 
the watershed project is strictly ex- 
ploratory, since the Trinity proposal 
faces a long series of discussions by 
governmental officials and represen- 
tatives of commerce and industry. 
But the exciting future which Uni- 
versity planners envision for the river 
—creation of four new large cities 
along its banks and tremendous 
growth in four small towns (Waxa- 
hachie, Kaufman, Madisonville and 
Cleveland), as well as in Houston, 
Dallas and Fort Worth—may be well 
worth the wait. 


Prof. Leipziger, whose internation- 
al career has involved architectural 
assignments in Germany, France, 
Belgium, Sweden and Australia, has 
been devoting his talents to urban 
and regional planning in Texas since 
1939. 


He has set forth some of his phil- 
osophies in an article, "The Roots 
and Directions of Organic Architec- 
ture,” in the new issue of the Uni- 
versity's Texas Quarterlv. 


And he has turned theory into 
practice in а number of projects, the 
most recent being the completion of a 
master plan for architectural develop- 
ment of the North Texas city of Irv- 
ing. In addition, his role as supervis- 
ing consultant to the State Health De- 
partment's planning assistance pro- 
gram involves aid to some 100 Texas 
cities. 

In his Quarterly article Prof. Leip- 
ziger urges that Architecture serve as 
а "visual language” for communica- 
tion of ideas. 
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RICE STUDENTS 


George Е. Fowler, Ш, а fifth year 
architectural student at Rice Univer- 
sity, was announced as the winner of 
the William Ward Watkin Traveling 
Fellowship at the annual Architectur- 
al Awards Banquet. This fellowship 
carries а stipend of $2,000 for а 
year's study in Europe. 


Mr. Fowler submitted the winning 
solution in the design competition of 
a community church. The program 
for this problem was written by Pietro 
Belluschi, а noted church architect 
and Dean of the School of Architec- 
ture, Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology. 


Mr. Fowler will receive his Bache- 
lor of Architecture degree this spring 
from Rice. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. George E. Fowler, Jr., of Dal- 
las, and an honor graduate of High- 
land Park High School in Dallas. Не 
is president of the Rice Architectural 
Society, an honor architectural fra- 
ternity, a member of the Rally Club, 
and in the Navy R.O.T.C. He was 
appointed a preceptee in the newly 
instigated Preceptorship Program at 
Rice University for honor architec- 
tural students. 


Philip T. Y. Chang received Hon- 
orable Mention for the William Ward 
Watkin Traveling Fellowship, and 
was awarded the Mary Alice Elliott 
Loan Fund for Travel and Study in 
Architecture. This year Mr. Chang is 
one of the Black-Brollier Scholars in 
the fifth year architectural class and 
a preceptee under the Preceptorship 
Program. He will receive his Bache- 
lor of Architecture degree from Rice 
this spring, and he already holds a 
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engin- 
eering from Chu Hai College, Hong 
Kong, China. 


John H. Kell, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John H. Kell of San Antonio 
was the third place winner of the 
traveling fellowship and winner of the 
Blumcraft of Pittsburgh Scholarship 
in Architecture. 
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THE 24 TH 


ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

OF THE 

TEXAS SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS 

WILL BE 


IN 
HOUSTON 


WATCH 

FOR YOUR 
PRE- 
REGISTRATION 
MATERIAL! 


AES JACK FREELAND & CO. 


~ >, CONTRACTORS 


6637 W. Commerce POURED 8300 М. Loop Rd. 
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E! Paso, Texas 


CANDIDS 


94TH ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 
OF THE AIA 
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e Laminated Timbers 
е Timber Decking 
e Timber Specialties 


TEXAS TIMERS, INC. 


Engineered Timber Construction 


P. O. Box 267 Telephone 12 
LA GRANGE. TEXAS 
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The initial Horizon Homes Program was 
a big success. Everywhere architects and 
builders report its effectiveness. Again 
in 1962, architects and builders are in- 
vited to team up, build Horizon Homes 
to their own designs. Models shown any 
ten consecutive days from November 1, 
1961, to October 15, 1962, are eligible for 
the big awards and prizes. 


ARCHITECTS are provided unique 
opportunity to express their concepts of 
new livability and creative design in 
merchant-builder homes. They will 
work with the many exciting new forms, 
shapes, colors and textures of today’s 
concrete. Each architect will work with 
a progressive builder, compete for impor- 
tant regional and national design awards. 


РА 
ж any PP 


HORIZON + 
НОМЕ5 


зропзогей by Portland Cement Association, National Ready 
Mixed Conerete Association, National Concrete Masonry Association, 
Asbestos Cement Products Association, Prestressed Concrete Institute 


BUILDERS can give more impetus to 
their local sales and merchandising ef- 
forts. Each builder will be provided a 
complete kit of sales and promotion ma- 
terials, and benefit from the tie-in with 
the national Horizon Homes Program 
developed expressly to help sell more 
homes. Major awards will be given for the 
best builder merchandising programs. 


TWO TOP PRIZES: National de- 
sign and merchandising award winners 
will each receive a trip for two to any 
place in the world. 


For eligibility requirements and com- 


plete details, just contact the PCA office 
shown below. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 


110 East Eighth Street, Austin 1, Texos 


A national organization 
fo improve and extend the uses of concrete 
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PRESCOLITE 


ASTRALUME 


LIGHTING FIXTURES 


UNITRON ° 
CARRIERS and CLOSET 
FITTINGS for 


OFF-THE-FLOOR FIXTURES 


Best by every comparison test! 
You get во much more in design, рег- 
formance and dependability — yet 
“Unitron” costs no more than ordinary 


Your Unistrut Distributor 
will build a partition 
right on it 
Versatile UNISTRUT COLORLINE PARTITIONS 
answer space problems, 100%, reusable when 
moved. Send for your free copy of UPC 


Colorline Partitioning Brochure today. Write 
Dept. TA: 


1. В. WARD STEEL PRODUCTS co., INC. 


types. Write for literature. 
District Representatives 


JOE P. DILLARD 
& ASSOCIATES 


1531 Edison St. RI 8-7708 
Паз, Texas 


R. B. ARNOLD 
COMPANY 


P.O. Box 10695 OV 6-559! 
Houston 18, Texas 


JOSAM MANUFACTURING CO. 
Michigan City, Indiana 


3009 Canton St. DALLAS, ТЕХ, Ph. А! 8-9004 
FT. WORTH, ТЕХ. Ph. ED 6-2913 
2219 McKinney HOUSTON, TEX. Ph. СА 5-0356 
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Somebody thoughtful remembered 


them with а Savings Bond—a wonder- 
fully welcome gift for any bride and 
groom. For security is just as impor- 
tant as the china and furniture and 
silver they need to start their life to- 
gether. 


And Savings Bonds represent se- 
curity that grows with safe, sure earn- 
ings compounded semiannually. Why 
not drop into your bank today and 
order å Bond for the Bridal couple 
closest to you. For their future—and 
for your own—there's no finer invest- 
ment you can make. 


Suggestion for June bridegrooms: 


One of the easiest and surest ways to 
provide financial security for your 
new family is through the convenient 
Payroll Savings Plan. This Plan does 
your saving for you—and invests that 
saving in interest-earning E Bonds. 
Sign up for it now at your company’s 
pay office. Just tell the people there 
how much you want to save, and 
they'll put that amount aside for you 
each payday. When enough accumu- 
lates, they'll buy and turn over to you 
a Series E Bond. As the Bonds pile 
up and add their interest to the total, 
just watch that nest egg grow for the se- 
сигиу of your family and your nation. 


BUY U.S. SAVINGS BONDS 
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Let your imagination go. Acme Brick, with the worlds 47 


largest selection of fine, fired-clay products, will implement 
your boldest designs. 1,001 colors, shapes, textures. You 
name it. Acme's got it. In materials that stay everlastingly 
beautiful, that can become а monument to an architect's 
ingenuity. Acme Brick is the industry leader. When your 
plans call for brick, call for Acme Brick! 


When the question's quality, the answer's Асте. 


NEW DIRECTIONS 


Sales offices and plants 
throughout Louisiana. 
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